August 23.]            Arrival at Aberdeen.                       95
Londoner;—you are a maccaroni'; you can't ride.' JoilN-SON. ' Sir, I shall ride better than you. I was only afraid I should not find a horse able to carry me.' I hoped then there would be no fear of getting through our wild Tour.
We came to Aberdeen at half an hour past eleven. The New Inn, we were told, was full. This was comfortless. The waiter, however, asked, if one of our names was Boswell, and brought me a letter left at the inn: it was from Mr. Thralc, enclosing one to Dr. Johnson2. Finding who I was, we were told they would contrive to lodge us by putting us for a night into a room with two beds. The waiter said to me in the broad strong Aberdeenshire dialect,' I thought I knew you by your likeness to your father.' My father puts up at the New Inn, when on his circuit. Little was said tonight. I was to sleep in a little press-bed in Dr. Johnson's room. I had it wheeled out into the dining-room, and there I lay very well.
SUNDAY, AUGUST 22.
I sent a message to Professor Thomas Gordon, who came and breakfasted with us. He had secured seats for us at the English chapel. We found a respectable congregation, and an admirable organ, well played by Mr. Tait.
We walked down to the shore: Dr. Johnson laughed to hear that Cromwell's soldiers taught the Aberdeen people to make shoes and stockings, and to plant cabbages". He
1  Maccaroni is not in Johnson's Dictionary.    Horace Walpole (Letters,\\. 178) on Feb. 6,1764, mentions 'the Maccaroni Club, which is composed of all the travelled young men who wear long curls and spying-glasses.'   On the following Dec. 16 he says:—' The Maccaroni Club has quite absorbed Arthur's ; for, you know, old fools will hobble after young ones.'   Ib. p. 302.   See post, Sept. 12, for buck.
2  'We came late to Aberdeen, where I found my dear mistress's letter, and learned that all our little people were happily recovered of the measles.    Every part of your letter was pleasing.'   Piozsi Letters, i. 115.    For Johnson's use of the word mistress in speaking of Mrs. Thrale see ante, i. 572.
3  See ante, ii. 521,   'They taught us,' said one of the Professors, 'to raise cabbage and make shoes.    How they lived without shoes may
asked,
